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It's all systems go as Geraldton iron

MARK ANDREWS

READY, ship, go!

The Berth 5 shiploader at the
port is ready for action after the
official handover from manufac-
turer Shanghai Zhenhua Port
Machinery to the Geraldton Port
Authority last week.

Part of the Geraldton skyline
since October, ZPMC finished
installation of the $45 million
shiploader to GPA standards.

Running on a temporary high
voltage source the loader is wait-
ing to be connected to the port’s
own power source which will be

ready by the time the first ship is
to be loaded mid-January.

Geraldton Port Authority
shiploader project manager David
MacFarlane was in awe of the
“beautiful piece of machinery.”

“It really is a significant day
for the iron ore industry in
Geraldton ... facilitating the
export of iron ore, which is for
the good of the whole region
when you look at the number of
mining companies that operate
out of here and how many people
they employ,” he said.
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“It is a very important job and
one we take seriously. And it is a
beautiful piece of machinery.”

Maunsell Australia principal
project engineer John Hallion
could not be happier with how
the project progressed.

“The project is pretty unique
and it is going to be excellent
value. It arrived here on time and
on budget and you can’t ask for
anymore than that,” he said.

“It is fully computerised, good
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quality, reliable, long lasting — a
state of the art machine.”

The shiploader was made in
Shanghai at the same time Berth
5 was being constructed, taking
10 months to build.

Weighing 574 tonnes, the
shiploader took two-and-a-half
weeks to transport from China. It
will increase iron ore exports from
the port by two million tonnes.

“With the two shiploaders we
should be able to do eight million
tonnes. We are currently doing
six and with the two new sheds
being built we will be able to
steadily increase the amount
exported to 12, then 15, reaching
the capacity of 20 when the two
new sheds are up and going,”
said Mr MacFarlane.

Via a conveyor belt system, the
shiploader has the potential to
dispose of 5000 tonnes of iron
ore per hour.

It takes two-and-a-half days to
load a 65,000 tonne Panama
ship, which is likely to be
reduced to one day when the two
sheds are operational.

The stairway to shiploader
heaven is 104 steps long and
stands at 52.5 metres when the
boom is erect.

About three tonnes of paint
was used on the loader and 30
tonnes of copper wire.

Gusty Geraldton winds were
considered in the design of the
loader, which is transportable via
tracks along the 210m of Berth 5.
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David MacFarlane and ZPMC team leader Wang Jian Gou with the
shiploader control panel.
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On a roll: The conveyor belt that will carry the iron ore
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